


a meeting between George Washington and Seneca leader 
Guyasuta in 1770 to discuss issues regarding white settle-
ment in Western Pennsylvania.  Both leaders are depicted 
as communicating earnestly, respectful of each other’s 
ideas.  Washington asserted that he and Guyasuta parted 
from this meeting as friends.  This dramatic sculpture, lo-
cated on Pittsburgh’s Mount Washington, is shown on page 
10 of Pittsburgh’s East Liberty Valley.

At the dedication of the sculpture, several friends and fam-
ily members offered tributes, including The Hon. Justin M. 
Johnson and Molly Stahlman, founder of Molly’s Trolleys. 

Marilyn Evert, a Board member of the East End/East Liberty 
Historical Society,  said at the dedication, “We all know that 
historic preservation is an important component of under-
standing ourselves as people.  No one knew this better than 
Franklin West.  In the last 20 years or so we have moved 
from saving old buildings to a new broader based idea for 
revitalization contributing to the economy of an area.  But 
beyond the physical built object another idea came into play 
– that of using history to renew awareness of our past in 
order to strengthen our future.

“Frank partnered in the establishment of the East End/
East Liberty Historical Society, which he saw as a means 
in the use of history in improving society and infl uencing 
contemporary revitalization programs….I was impressed 
with Frank’s gentle strength, his ability to get at the root of 
issues, his passion for history and his innovative approach 
to problems.  I am proud to have known him and now -- 
equally as proud of Jim who has created a perfect refl ection 
of Frank’s being.”

Although no longer with us, Frank West’s vision continues 
to shape not only Franklin West Inc.’s continued develop-
ment, but the lives of those who live, work and “Walk” in this 
historic East End neighborhood.

Jim West’s wife, Jill West, reads
Molly Stahlman’s letter (see page 4). 
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Sculptor, James West (www.studiowildwest.com)

 Jim West’s thoughts about the sculpture, “The Walk”:

“The process started when the Frank West  family asked me to do 
a sculpture of him,  not of his likeness but of his essence.

At fi rst, this was very hard for me, as I was very close to Frank. 
After a while, I stood back and tried to look at him from a distance, 
and I came to the conclusion that he left a great legacy. What we 
could learn from that legacy was the balance between the past, 
present and future.

Frank would look at a neighborhood and talk about how you 
could build a new structure different from the existing structures. 
But that the new structure had to be harmonious and fi t into the 
scale of the neighborhood. Many city planners and architects that 
came out of that time period went in the opposite direction. Frank 
however always looked at the past  and was respectful of it. Any 
changes he made were methodical, as he always looked at the 
impact upon the present day and of the future while keeping tradi-
tions alive.

My hope is when people look at the sculpture in the future they 
will learn from him. There is a balance, not just in community and 
architecture, but in our life.”      
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More than 200 people attended the March 13, 
2011 dedication.

Included on page 3, is a 
proclamation sponsored by 
Councilman William Peduto 
declaring March 13, 2011 
“Franklin West Day” in the
City of Pittsburgh.

Included on page 4, is the
letter from Molly Stahlman .






